RENUMBERED 


FROM 

NO. 030 

TO 

NO. 031 

SOURCE: 

CASE DOCKETS OF FAR EAST WAR CRIMES TRIALS 

RECORD GROUP 153 
ENTRY 1021 
BOX 0001 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/b88al5/ 





f 


HEADQUARTERS BIGHTS ARMY 

United Stats* Amy 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 

APQ 343 

Yoke ham, Japan 
2 August, 1946 
. c&ee Ho . an 

USIfSD STATES OP AMERICA PS YOSHIYBXI IKEDA, 

TADASHX TAKANO, and 
YDS3XX& IASI 

aan " 0F 538 S1<AP? ™ c 

1, The attached record of the trial by Military Coami salon appointed by- 
paragraph 16, s» 0. 117, Headquarters Eighth Army, dated 6 May 1946 having been 
referred to the Staff Judge Advocate for review, this review of the record with 
an opinion and recommendation relating thereto is submitted. 

smsmkMZL jmwmMmm. 


31 

Aeahi-maehi, Michome, Moji 

Married 

Mot shown 

Not shown 

Civilian employee, Japanese Army 
Superior Private, Japanese Artsy, 
for an undisclosed period 
16 years confinement 


35 

2096 Manakalehl Kltazato Agueo- 
imachl, Asoogun, Kumamoto Prefecture. 
Married, two children 
Not shown 
Not shown 

Civilian employee, Japanese Army 
Japanese Army-rank and length of 
service not shown 
16 years confinement 


Not shown 

ShoJi-HigasM-Bani, Hoji-Shl 
Mairied 
Not shown 
Hot shown 

Civilian employee, Japanese Army 
Japanese Army, 1 April 1930 to 26 
May 1946 

15 years confinement 
2. Synopsis of the Charges,, .SftwHlettmtt 

sXsmuj&JMimaji* 

Charge, and. Specifications S1&SA 

a. Yoahlyuki Ikeda i 

Charne l Between 1 August 1944 and 30 

June 1946 at ifufcuoka pow Camp No. 4, 

Mojl, Kyuphu, Japan accused, a civilian 
employee of the Japanese Amy, commit¬ 
ted. cruel and inhuman acte and other 
offenses against Allied POW* in viola¬ 
tion of the laws of Mar. HO G Yes 


a. 


Agei 
.Residence i 
Marital Status! 
Other relations! 
Education: 
Vocation: 

Servicei 


Sentence! 

*• MutiaLMaa* 

Agei 

Residence! 

Marital Status! 
Other relational 
Mucationi 
Vocation: 
Service: 

Sentence! 

c. Yoahlto, Xaai 
Agef 

Residence! 
Varital Status! 
Other relations: 
Education! 
Vocation! 
Service: 


sentence! 
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Sp It In April 1946 beat, clubbed 
aa& confined in the guardbouse with- 
oo* proper medical care Sergeant 

James Kinder and Seaman Walter Cole, 
American POWe. 

NO 

0, with 

Yes 

Sp 2t In Key 1946, beat Sergeant 

William 1, Braye, an American POW, 
with a saber and thereafter forced 
him to stand at attention overnight. 

NO 

an exception 

0 

Yes 

Sp 3* Between 7 September 1944 and 

30 June 194St kicked end clubbed 

Corporal Paul Inzer, an American FOW. 

10 

G 

Yee 

Sp 4t Between 1 August 1944 and 30 

June 1946, beat and mistreated name** 
roue other Allied PQWe. 

NO 

0 

Yes 

Yadaehl fekanoi 

Chargei Between 1 June 1943 and 1 Sep¬ 
tember, 1946 at Fukuoka FOW Camp Bo, 4, 
itojl, Kyushu, Japan, accused, a civilian 
employee of the Japanese Army, committed 
cruel and Inhuman acts and other offenses 
against Allied PQWs, in violation of the 
laws of War, 

NO 

6 

Yes 

Sp ll In November 1944 severely clubbed 
Sergeant James Kinder and Seaman Walter 
Cole, American P%b, 

NO 

0 

Yes 

Sp 2* On 26 November 1944 severely beat 
Corporal Ernest Taviian and 19 other 

Allied POVs. 

NO 

NS 


Sp 31 In March 1946 severely clubbed a 
work detail of Allied PQWs including 
Sergeant Oscar Upshaw 

NO 

% 


Sp 41 In July 1946 used Jiu-jitsu on 
Corporal Arthur Louie, an American FOW, 
for 3 weeks. 

NO 

SO 


Sp 6l Between 1 Juno 1943 and 1 Sep¬ 
tember 1945 brutally beat and mistreat¬ 
ed numerous other Allied POVfe. 

& 

HO 

G 

Yea 

Charnel Between 1 June 1943 and 31 

August 1945 at Fukuoka Area Prisoner 
of War Camp No, 4, Koji, Kyushu, Japan, 
accused, a civilian employee of the 
Japanese Army, committed cruel and in¬ 
human acts and other atrocities against 
Allied ?ONe in violation of the Laws of 
War, 

10 

0 

Yes 

Sp li Xa March 1S4S beat Corporal 

Arthur R» Converse with an iron poker. 

m 

0 

Yes 

Sp 8* On 16 July 1946 beat Private first 
Glass Bale Moeder with a chain, ea iron 
bar and a piece of pipe. 

BO 

o, with 

Tee 


an exception 
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3p SI On 1 Kay 1945, with other 
guarde, heat Sergeant Joseph Bush 
and 19 ether Allied POWs with a 

steel rod, KG G Tee 

Sp 4t Between 1 Jane 1943 and 31 

August 1946, heat and aletreated ^ 

Corporal Paul laser and numerous 
other Allied POWs, la violation 

of the laws of War. KG G Tee 

3. The record of trial in this case coats' to this headquarters for an ap¬ 
pellate review, the primery function of which it to assure that the accused have 
been accorded the rights and protection to which they are entitled as war crimi¬ 
nals on trial Before a military commission, 

4, E vidence : Briefly summarised, the competent evidence as to each of 
the accused is to the following effect: 

a, MtoMl Mfr 

MM » la April 194S, Sergeant James W. Kinder and 
Seaman Valter W. Cole, after stolen sugar was found in their possession, were 
Beaten and clubbed for forty-five minutes By a group of seven Japanese guard* 
headed By accused. After Being. Beaten into unconsciousness, the two Americans 
were looked In the camp guardhouse until the following morning (Ex. 8). 

M-M Specification 2: In May 1946 Sergeant William E. Bray® left a 
work detail to obtain medical aid after a falling timber fractured Ms shoulder 
and collarbone. He encountered accused, who' berated him for leaving him work 
and beat him for five minutes with a saber and scabbard before taking him to 
the camp guardhouse where he was forced to stand at attention overnight (Ex.9). 

As to Specification 3 * Corporal Paul S. Inzer, an American who had 
stolen food while on work detail, was beaten with a club for half an hour by 
accused and another Japanese guard, loeing consciousness twice but being re¬ 
vived and the beating continued. After breaking one club over the American's 
head, the two Japanese kicked him and trampled his hands under their hobnailed 
--boots. Inzer bore soars and bruises for months afterward as a result of this 
mistreatment (Esc. 10). 

Astc Specification 4 : An unnamed prisoner who smuggled stolen sugar 
Into the camp was beaten into unconsciousness by accused and other camp guards, 
subsequently"revived with a fire extinguisher and the beating resumed until h® 
again lapsed into unconsciousness (Ex. 7). 

The accused, Xkeda, after being duly advised of his righto as a wit¬ 
ness (B« 51), elected to testify in substance that he was employed as a civil¬ 
ian guard at Gamp Ho. 4 from 17 November 1943 to 10 August 1945 (a. 61). In 
November 1944, while on guard duty, he observed two prisoners remove tea pounds 
of sugar from a hiding place in the ceiling of the camp kitchen (B, 52). He 
reported this incident to the duty non-comaiesioaed officer on the following 
day, but did not etrlke either of the prisoners or observe than struck by other 
guards (?.. 53). Accused struck some prisoners on the buttocks with his pals 
and a short bamboo stick "for the purpose of educating them" after the guards 
had been instructed by the camp commander to strike the prisoner® in order to 
"improve their efficiency" (B. 64). He recalls striking Corporal lfe.nl G, In¬ 
zer with a bamboo stick after the American stole some food, but did not knock 
him to the ground or otherwise mistreat him (B. 56). On another occasion he 
hit several prisonera with a bamboo stick, one of whom later required medical 
treatment, after the camp commander had ordered all the prisoners to be Beat¬ 
en (R. 56, 58). Accused saw the guard Tafcano strike several "disobedient" 
prisoners with Me palm bat ha observed Tag! slap orly one (B. 59, 61). 
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Two Japanese witnesses testified to the effect that on few occasions 
they briefly observed prisoners of war in the company of accused and that he did 
not heat or mistreat then (B. 63-68). Two prisoners came to their hosts search¬ 
ing for accused after the Japanese surrender and, although the witnesses could 
act clearly understand their intentions due to language difficulties! they re¬ 
ceived the impression that the prisoners wished to thank accused for hie kind 
treatment of them during their confinement (fi. 63-68). 

b. frfrao* 

•4ft_ta Sneclf1catlon 18 In November 1944 accused, with other Japanese 
gaurds, at the direction of the Camp Commander bent and clubbed Sergeent James W. 
Kinder and Seaman Walter C. Cole for an hour with a heavy club and a bamboo pole 
(Sx* 2), The beating, which was ordered because the prisoners used sugar in their 
tea in violation of camp regulations, left the men with raw and bleeding backs (Ex.2). 

As to Specification Si On 26 November 1944 accused, who was intoxicated 
as well as incensed over current Allied military successes, forced a worts detail 
of twenty men to march past him single-file while he struck each a heavy blow with 
a four-inch thick bamboo blub (Sx. 3). In March 1944, while again drunk, he beat 
and clubbed a work detail of several Americans, including Sergeant Oscar Upshaw, 
for twenty minutes, each of the men being knocked on the ground by the force of 
the blows and the beating continued while they were prostrated (Sx, 4). Burlng 
July 1946 accused practiced Jiu-Jitsu twice daily for three weeks on Corporal Ar¬ 
thur tt. Louis, an American, bruising him severely and injuring hi© back and right 
leg to ouch an extent that he walked with a limp for a considerable period of time 
(Ex, 5), On another occasion, accused and other guards beat a group of twenty-six 
prisoners with shovels and pickhandle® because one American had misplaced a urinal 
btu&et at the site of a work detail (Ex. 6). 

The accused Takano, after being duly advised of his rights as a. witness 
(H» 29), elected to testify to the effect that ho was employed an © civilian guard 
at Camp No* 4 from 14 July 1943 to 15 August 1940 (it. 30). He was ordered by the 
camp commander in May 1944 to beat the Americans Kinder and Col©, who were charg¬ 
ed with the theft of some sugar (E. 30). In the presence of the commander and 
prison guards, accused therefore lightly struck the two prisoners on the buttocks 
four times each with a small stick (R. 30, 31). On another occasion he was order- 
ed by his commanding officer to beat four or five prisoners, one of whom had Im¬ 
properly used a urinal bucket (R. 34). He struck each of the men lightly several 
times with the flat side of a shovel while the camp commander watched (H» 34), H© 
does not recs.ll the prisoners named or the incidents described in the remainder 
of the prosecution case against him (R. 31, 32), although he admits that he was- 
drunk In camp on several occasions and is unable to remember events that trans¬ 
pired while in that condition (E. 36, 37). 

Three Japanese civilians who resided near the working place of a pri¬ 
soner of war work detail testified in substance that in February end July 1945 
accused brought several prisoners to their Homes for first aid treatment (R.38, 

39, 43). They frequently gave food, fruit and cigarettes to accused, who dis¬ 
tributed them to the prisoners (R. 40, 41, 43, 49), The witnesses observed no 
mistreatment of the prisoners on the work detail and they seemed happy anti con¬ 
tented (H. 38, 41, 42, 49). 

c. JajMjs&J&Bk* 

Ag-to-Specification Vi Cor ooral Arthur E. Converse was badly bruised 
and hoBpitalisied for three dayts in March 1945 following a beating about the 
head with an iron bar administered by:the accused who had become Incensed at 
the inability of the American to comprehend an order given in Japanese (Ex.11). 

Ab to Opacification 2 ? On 15 July 1945 Private First Class Dale K. 

Moeder was beaten for half an hour with an iron chain and a length of pipe 
by accused after he had gone to a latrine without first obtaining permission 
(Ex. 12). The American, who was knocked down several times during the beat¬ 
ing, suffered a severe back injury that incapacitated him for ton daye (”x.l2). 
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Specification 3i Sergeant Joseph J. Bash sad nineteen other 
American snd Dutch prisoners of war were strode from five to seven times each 
with a steel rod by accused on 1 Hay 1946 because one of the prisoners whoa 
he had directed to hold his coat had left the garment unwatched for a short 
time (Ex, 13), One prisoner was unable to walk far a month as a result of 
the beating (Kx. 13). 

As ,to Specification 4> In 1944 or 1946 accused lined % a work de¬ 
tail of thirty men, Including Corporal Paul 0. laser, and beat each of the® 
with an iron bar els feet in length until they dropped to the ground (Bx, 10). 

On another occasion he beat and clubbed two Americano, one of whom had smug¬ 
gled sugar Into the camp in violation of camp regulations (3bc« 7), 

fhe accused Tagi, after being duly advised of his rights as a wit¬ 
ness, elected to testify in substance that he served as a civilian guard at 
Camp Ho* 4 from June 1943 to September 1945 (R. 68). He struck one American, 
apparently Corporal Arthur R. Converse, three times on the head and shoulders 
with an iron bar after Converse saluted improperly and insisted that he could 
not understand accused's attempts to teach him a proper salute (H„ 69), By 
order of the comp commander the prisoners were required to salute guards who 
had been ordered to strike the prisoners when a breach of such regulations oc¬ 
curred (R« 69* 70). Accused recalls striking another prisoner with a bamboo 
pole after he left accused's coat at the place where a work detail was opera¬ 
ting, in violation of an instruction to keep the coat in his possession (Hi 
71). He slapped five prisoners who failed to line up for roll call (R. 73), 
and hit another who was found smoking in the camp hospital, with a bamboo 
pole at the order of and in the presence of the camp commander (R« 73). Four 
other prisoners who had stolen food were beaten and clubbed by accused (R, - 
74, 76, 78, 79). 

Both accused and hie wife, who was also called as a witness, testi¬ 
fied that prisoners of war were entertained by than in their home on numerous 
occasions, beer, tea and food being served to them. 'Pen Americans and one 
Sngliehmaa were present on one euch occasion following the surrender (R. 73, 

74, 73, 83). 

A radioed summary of the affidavit of fester Sergeant Harold T, 

Irving, former American prisoner of war confined at Camp No, 4, wae admitted 
in evidence (Ex. E), The affiant described accused ae a cheerful and plea¬ 
sant man, solidtioos of the welfare of the prisoners, who only struck those 
guilty of theft or violations. He did not force the prisoners to work hard 
and those who were in poor health were permitted to hide while on work de¬ 
tails. Accused informed the prisoners of the camp commander's order to beat 
them frequently but he did not carry out this order (Ex. C)2. 

5. Onlniqn t 

The three accused, who served ae civilian guards in tho employ of the 
Japanese Array at Fukuoka Prisoner of War Camp No. 4 from 1943 until tho Japan¬ 
ese surrender* stand convicted of the brutal beating, clubbing and other mis¬ 
treatment of numerous Allied prisoners of war In violation of the Laws of War. 

Prosecution evidence shows the accused tkeda to have been connected 
with four specific instances of brutality involving five American prisoners 
of war. In the course of one particularly inhumane incident, hs and smother 
Japanese guard severely clubbed Corporal Inzer, an American, for half an hour, 
after which they kicked him and trampled his hands with hobnailed boots. On® 
club was broken over Inzer'a head and he lost consciousness tvd.ee during the 1 
beating. On another occasion, Ikeda beat Sergeant William P. Bray© because 
the American had left his work detail to obtain medical attention for a frac¬ 
tured shoulder and collarbone. Other instances of mistreatment Involved the 
prolonged beating and flubbing of prisoners for minor violation® of amp regu- « 
nations. In his testimony, Ikeda admits striking many prisoners with hie palm 
and a bamboo stick, but asserts that he did so in furtherance of an Instruction 
from the camp commander to the effect that the prisoners were to be beaten to 
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•improve their efficiency*. , This aesertion, even if believed, does not coneti- 
tute a Tall& defence to the offenses proven, hut presents only a matter to he 
considered in mitigation of punishment. The commission apparently disbelieved 
accused b testimony in this regard and, in view of the particularly vicious na- 

»' 0 Ratings administered by him, the findings of guilty were completely 
juetlflou* 

Accused fakano ie convicted of the mistreatment of at least twenty- 
seven prisoners of war in his own right and participation with other guard# In 
the mass beating with shovels and pick handles of twenty-six others. On one 
occasion while Intoxicated he clubbed a work detail of sever£TWicane for 
twenty minutes, knocking them to the ground and continuing the beating while 
they lay prostrate. Twenty more prisoners were lined up and beaten with a 
four inch club on another occasion, while he seriously Injured another by 
practicing jiu-jitsu on his twice daily for three weeks. In hie testimony 
Taiesno acknowledged beating six or seven Americans at the order and in the 
presence of the camp commander. He denies participation in virtually all 
the Incidents alleged in the specifications but admits being frequently 
drunk in easrp. and is unable to recall events that may have ocoured while 
in that condition. Convincing prosecution testimony connecting him with 
numerous instances of brutality and mistreatment render inappropriate any 
disturbance of the guilty findings. 


The accused Yagi Is shown by prosecution evidence to have beaten 
fifty-four American and Dutch prisoners of war with iron bars, chains end 
clubs. Twenty of them were struck several times each with a steel rod be¬ 
cause one prisoner neglected to keep accused's coat in his possession after 
being ordered to do so. 'Phisty others were lined up and beaten to the ground 
with an iron bar six feet in length for no apparent reason. Othere were se¬ 
verely clubbed because they went to latrines without permission or because of 
their inability to understand orders given in Japanese. Three prisoners suf¬ 
fered severe injuries and were hospitalised or incapacitated ao a result of 
mistreatment by accused. In testifying, Yagi admits striking twelve prisoners 
with hie pals, an iron bar and a bamboo club, one of the beatings hiving been 
administered at the order of the camp commander. Both accused and hie wife 
relate instances when prisoners were entertained at their home, particularly 
after the surrender, and given beer, cigarettes and food. An American, for¬ 
merly a prisoner of war, in a radioed affidavit summary, depicts Yagi as a 
pleasant individual who treated prisoners with kindness and leniency. Pro¬ 
secution evidence attributing the moat atrocious incident described in the 
record to Yagi, together with his admission of several unjustified brutal 
baatihgs, however, amply support his conviction on the offenses alleged In 
the Charge and Specifications. 

The findings were proper, the sentences legal and approyjrists to the 
offenses, and no errors are found which injuriously affect the substantial 
rights of any accused. 

6. aaaaaaaBte&aa* 

It is accordingly recommended that the sentence of fifteen years 
be approved and ordered exeouted. Three farms of action designed to carry 
into effect the foregoing recommendation are hereto attached for your con¬ 
sideration. 


/*/ 


JAMKS A. BTHUM. 


1st Lieutenant, J.A.G.D, 
Assistant Staff Judge Advocate 


I COUCUIU 


h! 


ALLAH H, MOOTS 
It, Colonel, J.A.o.p, 
Staff Judge Advooate 
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HSAD^OAETgRS EIGHTH ASHY 
WITH) STATSS AfiMI 
APO 343 


Yokohama, Japan 
August 1946 


la the fortgoing cate of Yothiyukl tkeda, the sentence it 
approved and will be duly executed. Jhe Sugaao Prison, Tokyo, 
Honshu, Japan, it designated as the place of confinement, or 
elsewhere as the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, or 
other proper authority, may direct. 


K* L, Hlchelberger 
Lieutenant General, U. 3, A, 
Commanding 
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